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Aft er the preceding chapter's focus on citizen-consumers' readiness to be proactive or reactive about single policy changes in environmentally sound directions, this chapter broadens the scope. What can be said about citizenconsumers' current and future willingness to initiate or support changes that move beyond single policies towards wider societal change? Such changes may need to include what Eckersley calls changes in institutional arrangements and policy paradigms; that is, changes within wider social norms, goals, goal hierarchies, political priorities, and so forth (Eckersley , 2004) . Some researchers, including Eckersley , maintain that any state wishing to call itself 'green' , by becoming 'climate-neutral' , needs to alter its policy paradigm.
Previous studies have considered this issue mainly in terms of ideology or of views on nature among people and organizations: 'To what extent are people willing to lower their standard of living?' is a question asked by those assuming that environmental adaptation must entail a regression to less (materially) comfortable ways of life. Others, such as the ecological modernization programme and theory, portray and support a smoother transition to a 'deepened' modernity, more technologically advanced and comfortable, while at the same time 'smarter' in its reduced resource use. Th e role of citizen-consumers, from the latter perspective, is to make use of their liberal empowerment, by choosing 'green' products and services, and supporting moderate policy reform (Mol & Spaargaren , 2004) . A third school conceives the entire environmental rhetoric as a construction by groups domineering society, with these groups, like priests and ministers, prescribing substantial changes in the way of life of the general public, while simultaneously maintaining and increasing their own use of resource-depleting products and services (Kilian & Elgström, 2010) .
Th is chapter discusses and comments on three diff erent -but partly overlapping -suggestions for an alternative society: ecological citizenship, degrowth, and alternative hedonism. I analyse the suggestions from the three perspectives that have been used throughout the book, ending with a more extensive discussion of what a social motivation approach can contribute to the three visions, with particular focus on citizen-consumers.
Alternative hedonism
Alternative hedonism is an empirical acknowledgement as well as a normative suggestion advanced by the philosopher Kate Soper. In contrast to many moralist propositions under the ecological motivation
